
THE REFORMED BAPTIST DISTINCTIVE CONVICTIONS 

 
REFORMED 

• Sola Scriptura – The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, 
certain, and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith, 
and obedience (1689 LBCF 1.1). This is our high view of the 
Scriptures. Hence, we believe in all of the Scriptures, that 
is Tota Scriptura.(1 Corinthians 4:6, 2 Timothy 3:14–17, 2 
Peter 1:19–21, Matt. 22:31–32) 

• Solus Christus – Our confidence is in Jesus Christ’s blood 
and righteousness alone for salvation. This is the Center of 
the Reformation Distinctives. (John 14:6, Acts 4:11–12, 1 
Timothy 2:5) 

• Sola Gratia – Grace secured redemption without reference 
to works. We are guilty sinners and we have a Gracious 
God, and “salvation belongs to anyone who acknowledges 
that apart from Christ, they can do nothing” 
(John 15:1–8, Ephesians 2:8-
10, Rom. 9:14–18). 

• Sola Fide – We are declared 
righteous by God through 
faith alone. The sinner 
obtains that righteousness 
by the instrumental cause 
or means of justification, 
which is faith. (Ephesians 
2:8-10, Galatians 2:15–
16, Habakkuk 2:4) 

• Soli Deo Gloria – It is the 
motto that grew out of the 
Protestant Reformation. The 
goal of creation and redemption 
is to the glory of God alone. All the 
other Solas and all areas of life should 
redound to the glory of God (Isaiah 42:8, Isa. 
43:6–7, Romans 11:33–36). 

CALVINISTIC 

• Total Depravity – The fall of Adam affected the totality of 
man’s person2. We can only put Amazing back into grace 
once we realize the extent, the depth, the severity and the 
misery of the fall ( Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 1:18–25; 3:9–
23; 7:18; 1 John 1:8–10). 

• Unconditional Election – Election is not based on foreseen 
faith or works. The logic of unconditional election is that if 
men are truly and totally depraved, then God’s work of 
salvation can only be accomplished and applied in us by His 
Divine initiative ( Romans 8:28–39; Ephesians 1:3–
14; 2:8; 2 Timothy 1:9, 10). 

• Limited Atonement – Redemption was accomplished by 
Christ for the elect only. This is the extent of the atonement 
(John 6:37–39; 17:6–12; Romans 5:8–10; 1 John 
4:9, 10; Revelation 5:9, 10). 

• Irresistible Grace – Regeneration by the Holy Spirit is 
efficacious for the elect. God is able to overcome man’s 
resistance that they may willingly come to Christ ( John 
10:3, 4; 11:38–46; Galatians 1:15; Revelation 22:17) 

• Perseverance of the Saints – God preserving work will, by 
grace, complete and secure what He began in regeneration 
of the elect. None of the elect will from grace (Luke 22:31-
32, Phil. 1:6) 

PURITAN 

• Godliness in Worship  –  Regulative Principle of 
Worship5 (Deut. 12:32,  Exod. 20:4–6), the LORD’s Day as a 
Christian Sabbath (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Acts 20:7; Rev. 1:10) 

• Godliness in Preaching – Primacy of preaching. Both 
exposition and application emphasized (2 Tim. 4:2) 

• Godliness in Instruction – Publishing what we believe the 
Bible teaches. Hence, Confessional. Confessions contain 
the summary of what we believe yet they are subordinate 
to the authority of the Scriptures. (1 John 4:2-3, Rom. 10:9-
17, 1 Tim. 3:16, Deut. 6:4). 

• Godliness in Family  –  Parents are to instruct (catechize) 
and discipline their children in the Lord (Deuteronomy 6:4-
9, Proverbs 22:6). 

• Godliness in Behavior  –  Maintaining a good conscience 
before God and man (Acts 24:16), pursuing holiness, 
righteousness, faith, love and peace (2 timothy 
2:22, Hebrews 12:14). The Moral law as the normative 
principle and way of life. (Rom. 2:14–15, Rom. 13:8–
10; James 2:8,10–12, Deut. 10:4, Matt. 5:17–19; Rom. 
3:31). 

COVENANTAL 

• Christ-centered interpretation of the Bible  –  Jesus’ 
person, work, kingdom and the covenant in His blood is the 
theme of the Bible (Luke 24:27, Hebrews 9:15). This is the 

unity of the Bible, it has many parts yet One message 
(Isa. 42:1; 1 Pet. 1:19–20, Acts 3:22) 

• Law / Gospel distinction – Law 
commands, condemns, and points us to 

Christ. The Christ of the gospel alone 
saves(8) (Galatians 3:12, Matthew 
5:17–20, Gal. 3:19-24) 

• One way of salvation – Christ 
has saved all the elect throughout all 
the ages. If anyone are to be saved, it 
is only through looking forward to the 
promised Messiah (OT saints) or 
looking backward (NT saints) to the 

Messiah’s finished work on the cross 
(John 14:6, Acts 4:11–12, 1 Timothy 2:5) 

• Optimistic view of history – Jesus Christ 
is now seated upon His throne at the right 

hand of the Father, the KING of kings and LORD 
of lords ruling overall. He will soon come again in 

power and judgment (Ephesians 1:20–23, Ps. 89:19–
37,  Daniel 7:13–14,). 

BAPTIST 

• Biblical Church Practice – Ordinances for believers only. 
Church discipline lovingly exercised (Matt. 28:19–20; 1 Cor. 
11:26). 

• Biblical Church Freedom – The state is not to intrude into 
matters of conscience (Romans 13). 

• Biblical Church Government – Elders and deacons. The 
local congregation chooses its leaders. This is what we 
believe the biblical form of Church Government (1 Tim 
3, Titus 1: 5-11) 

• Biblical Church Growth – Gospel proclamation to the 
world. Repentance and Faith demanded of all (Matt. 
28:19–20, Mark 1:15). 

• Biblical Church Ministry – Priesthood of all believers (1 
Peter 2:9). 

• Biblical Church Foundations – Orthodox, Evangelical and 
Autonomous and we believe in the Local Church as the 
visible manifestation of the Invisible (Universal) Church of 
Christ ( Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2, Acts 2:41–42) 
 

For more details visit: www.theologycheck.wordpress.com 
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